
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, March 12, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, the President being in the chair and the 
Secretary being present. 

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Michael D. Behm, President Pro Tem Park W. 
Haverstick, II, Councilmembers Eric L. Powell, Jeffrey L. Thomas, Dana Reich, and Ronald L. Ream, 
Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Solicitor Amy B. Leonard, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Manager 
Michael R. McKenna.  Absent was Treasurer Lee C. Smith.   

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:36 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve 
the minutes of the previous month’s meetings held on February 12, 2019.  Motion carried. 

The Chair opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. 

Sam Moyer of 107 E. Washington Ave. expressed concern about the property across the street from his 
home, and some potential code violations.  He brought photos to share with the Code Enforcement 
Officer.   

Brian Boltz of 16 W. Washington Ave. requested that Council consider passing an ordinance that 
requires leashes to be used on dogs at all times.  He is concerned about certain residents walking dogs 
that could be dangerous without leashes. 

Karen Hatt of 710 S. Railroad St. expressed concern about a resident who drives his lawn mower down 
the middle of the street.  Council explained that the State Police have stopped him multiple times and 
should be called any time they are seen doing that.  She also expressed concern over when the history 
book would be published.  The President explained that the borough has no control over that project, as 
it is being financed and written by a private citizen, and therefore cannot intervene for those who have 
invested and seen no return. 

James Rittle of 210 S. Railroad St. expressed concern about an unhitched trailer being parked on 
Railroad Street across from his residence that is causing traffic issues.  The President asked the Code 
Enforcement Officer to look at the issue.  Mr. Rittle also expressed concern about the manhole on 
Railroad Street and how it lays low and causes a hazard.  The President explained that the Borough does 
not own this manhole, it is owned by Verizon, and they have not come out to fix it.  The Assistant 
Manager stated that the Borough will repair the manhole in the spring if it is still not repaired by then. 

The Mayor presented her report.  She stated that the Governor is proposing charging municipalities that 
use the State Police as their primary law enforcement service. 

The Code Enforcement Officer’s Report was presented to Council.  The President asked if the trailer on 
Railroad Street was on the report.  Mr. Neely stated that it was not, because the current ordinance allows 
for unhitched trailers to be on the street during the day.  The President and the Mayor commented that 
they thought the ordinance stated otherwise, and asked Mr. Neely to double-check the ordinance. 

The Solicitor’s Report was presented to Council.  The President asked if there were any updates on the 
construction at 301 South Railroad Street.  Ms. Leonard stated that she knew of no updates.  The 
Manager stated that a permit has gone through Lebanon County Planning.  Ronald L. Ream moved and 
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Michael D. Behm seconded to request Jonathan Weaver of 301 South Railroad Street to appear before 
Borough Council to provide an update on construction at his property.  Motion carried. 

The following reports were presented to Council:  Assistant Manager’s report and Manager’s report. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report and have 
it on file for Audit.  Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to pay the bills as submitted.  Motion carried. 

Michael Hibshman appeared before Council to give an overview of the second annual Myerstown Night 
Out at the Reading Fightin’ Phils.  He would like to lead a Committee to hold this event which was first 
held in 2018 and had great attendance among Borough businesses and residents.   It would require four 
payments of $1,600.  The game is on August 16, 2019.  Manager McKenna recapped the discussion from 
the previous Council Committee Meeting explaining that this event was one of the 250th Anniversary 
events that people wanted to continue, and that it would ultimately be organized and financed by the 
501(c)(3) community organization, but until that is up and running, would need the Borough to finance 
the project.  If all sponsorships are sold, it is a money maker for the Borough.  The President 
recommended that a list of potential sponsors be created to manage who is being asked so that tickets 
aren’t over-sold.  Mr. Hibshman mentioned that it would be an “All-Myerstown Night” at the ballgame 
like last year, where the local ball teams could attend and participate in on-field activities, the Boy 
Scouts could do trash clean-up again, a military veteran could be honored like Bob Brocklehurst was in 
2018, and elected officials could throw out a first pitch.  President Rittle announced to those in 
attendance that Bob Brocklehurst passed away last Wednesday, and offered his condolences. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve for the Borough to purchase the 
Myerstown Night Out at the Reading Fightin’ Phils ticket package for the baseball game on August 16, 
2019 as a fundraising and community event for the borough in the amount of $6,400.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the Consent Agenda, which 
contained the following six items: (1) approval of Resolution 2019-04 to appoint Gale Edwards as the 
Assistant Treasurer, (2) approval to cancel the playground program for the 2019 summer season, (3) 
approval of Resolution 2019-05 – “Adoption of an Alternative Amortization Period for Amortizing the 
Unfunded Actuarial Accrued Liability at 1/1/19”, (4) approval of Resolution 2019-06 – “Approval and 
Support for the Creation of a Community Development Corporation called the Myerstown Vitality 
Partnership”, (5) approval for one Season Family Pass for the pool to be given away for a social media 
promotion, and (6) approval to host the Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 13, 2019 – Rain Date 
April 20, 2019.   Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to accept the resignation of Samuel Moyer from the 
Planning Commission and the International Board of Appeals.  Motion carried.  

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve Resolution 2019-07 appointing 
Samuel Moyer to the Zoning Hearing Board.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the request from Senator 
Mike Folmer to use the auditorium on Wednesday, April 3 for a community meeting on the spotted 
lanternfly.  Motion carried.  
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Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve the placement of lock boxes at the 
Community Center, Public Works Garage, and Wastewater Treatment Facility holding access keys for 
the Fire Departments in case of emergency.  Motion carried. 
 

Michael D. Behm moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to approve the request from Harvest 
Bible Chapel to hold a Community Wide Cleanup day on Saturday, May 11, 2019.  Motion carried.   

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve the request from Vietnam 
Veterans of America to place the POW/MIA flag at the Borough properties.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve the proposal from Lobar Design 
& Engineering to design the next phase of renovations for the Myerstown Community Center in the 
amount of $67,650 contingent upon affirming that electric design is included in the scope of work.  
Motion carried. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the borough.   

Dana Reich moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                       
 Michael R. McKenna, MPA 

        Borough Manager/Secretary             

 


